Entering corpsmembers vary widely in academic ability. Although the average
corpsmember has had nearly 10 years of formal schooling, the average skills
level is that of about fifth grade in both math and reading. Data reflecting
actual gains in reading and mathematics by corpsmembers are very difficult
to obtain and measure due to fluctuations in population size and problems
associated with gathering data from a widely dispersed and variable sample
over a period of time.

Basic math and reading programs. - The basic math and reading programs at the
Weber Basin Center are designed to accommodate a broad range of skills. Soon
after corpsmembers arrive at the center, they are given placement tests
developed and validated by Job Corps. The basic math and reading programs
are divided into 10 different skill levels, ranging from the beginning Level
I to the most advanced Level 10. These levels represent different skill
levels devised strictly for Job Corps use and do not directly correlate with
years or grades of regular school completed. Students progressively advance
in sequence to Level 10, at which time they are prepared to take the 6ED
exams in math and reading.

The basic math program teaches students mathematical skills essential to
vocational training and employment. Students learn basic computations,
including addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division with whole
numbers up to seven digits; fractions; decimals; percentages; geometric
forms; linear measurements; and consumer math. In this case, addition
represents Level 1, subtraction Level 2, multiplication Level 3, division
Level 4, and so on.

The basic reading program similarly employs units to be completed by each
student prior to advancement to the next highest level. Students can
advance from a beginner's level to a graded level (1 to 8 skill levels),
with equivalence from about third to seventh grades in school. The graded
reading program employs a selection of about 2,000 articles. The next phase
of this program, the ninth and tenth skill levels, advances a trainee from
seventh grade to twelfth grade reading skills.

For purposes of this analysis, some of the 1982 trainees enrolled in the
basic math and reading programs were randomly sampled to study entry levels
and levels of achievement. As shown in appendix 5, 15 students, or 28 per-
cent of the students sampled, had been in the basic math and reading programs
0 to 3 months; 17 students, or 31 percent, had been in the program 4 to

6 months; 11 students, or 20 percent, had been in the program 7 to 9 months;

7 students, or 13 percent, had been in the program 10 to 12 months; and the
balance of 4 students had been in the program 12 months or more.

Of the 54 students sampled, 52 students had entered the math program at a
skill level of 4 or less, while 25 students had entered the reading program
at a skill level of 4 or less. Although starting the program at higher skill
levels in reading than in math, students completed the math units and skill
levels at a much faster rate than those of reading (table 17). During the
first 6 months in these programs, 18 students or 33 percent of the total
sample, did not complete even one skill level in reading, while 28 students,
>r nearly 52 percent of the sample, completed 2 or more skill levels in math.
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